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Iraq damage
beyond repair?
Michael Douglas
wonders if change
of course is too
little, too late.
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Eaton
elected
Lutheran
bishop

Loca Opinion
Local
Skaters give Akron’s ice rink a whirl

Bay Village native wants
increase in attendance,
solid identity for church
By Jim Mackinnon
Beacon Journal staff writer

The newly elected bishop of
nearly 85,000 members of the
Northeastern Ohio Synod of the
Evangelical
Lutheran
C hurch
in
A merica
wants to get
even more
people coming
to her churches.
‘‘We need
folks to start
Eaton
inviting people to church.
When we invite them to church,
we have to make them feel welcome,’’ said the Rev. Elizabeth
Eaton, pastor of Messiah Lutheran Church in Ashtabula. ‘‘It has
to be the lay folks who do this.’’
Eaton, 51, was elected Saturday to a six-year term as bishop
at a special synod assembly at
Emidio & Sons Banquet Center
in Cuyahoga Falls. The synod
has 207 congregations in Northeast Ohio with its office in Cuyahoga Falls.
Eaton said one of her top priorities will be to strengthen the
Lutheran identity.
‘‘Our big mantra is, justify by
grace through faith,’’ Eaton said.
‘‘God has made us right with
him. We ought to joyfully dedi-
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Akron
water up
to snuff,
city says
Fight against algae, odor uses
trained noses, other quality tests
By Bob Downing
Beacon Journal staff writer

In an effort to prevent a repeat of taste and
odor problems in its drinking water, the city of
Akron has beefed up its testing and improved
some operations in its
three - reservoir system
along the Cuyahoga River
CREATING
in Portage and Geauga
counties.
A STINK
‘‘We may not be able to
See how spike in
prevent it . . . because we
byproducts led to
can’t control Mother Nataste complaints.
ture,’’ said Michael McGlinchy, head of Akron’s Public
Page B4
Utilities Bureau, but if a
problem arises, ‘‘we are just
so much more prepared.’’
At the moment, Akron’s reservoir water is especially clear – that’s a good sign – and there is
scant evidence that the algae problems might return, he said.
McGlinchy said he is ‘‘very confident’’ that
Akron won’t endure taste and odor problems
this winter because of the additional testing and
operational changes.
Last winter, Akron’s water system that provides 35 million gallons of water a day to 300,000
customers in Summit County was hit by taste
and odor problems for eight weeks.
The problem was traced to an unusual outbreak of a blue-green algae in Akron’s reservoirs.
The algae created a gaseous byproduct, methylisoborneol (MIB), that produced a stinky, earthy,

Please see Bishop, B5

Please see Water, B4

Key CSB
manager
may leave
Forkas is finalist vying
for top Columbus post
By Kymberli Hagelberg
Beacon Journal staff writer

S ummit C ounty C hildren
Services could lose a key senior
manager to the Columbus area.
Deborah Forkas, the agency’s
director of social services, is
among four finalists to be executive director of the Franklin
County Department of Children
Services.
A spokeswoman said Friday
that Franklin board members are
expected to make a final decision
in the next two weeks. The new
executive director will replace
John Saros, who was associate
director of Summit County Children Services from 1977 to 1983,
and is to leave Jan. 31.
F ranklin C ounty C hildren
Services operates on a $168 million budget, handles about 11,000
referrals a year and has a staff of

Frosty swim
to benefit
good Clause

T

he ice rink takes
center stage at
Akron’s third-annual
Holidayfest at Lock 3 Park.
Above, Steffi Schneider, 16, of
the Chemnitz Ice Skating
Club’s Skating Mystery team
helps Jared Kasper, 3, of Stow
ice skate for the first time on
Friday. Right, skaters from
Akron’s sister city of Chemnitz,
Germany, perform at the park
on Friday. Performances
continue today at 12:30 p.m.
and 3:30 p.m. Plan to bundle
up today with temperatures
only expected to reach 39
degrees, later tumbling to a
chilly 18 degrees. See Page
B10 for complete forecast.

Battle of Bars features dip in lake,
raises funds for brightening holidays
By Tracy Wheeler
Beacon Journal staff writer

Photos by KEN LOVE
Akron Beacon Journal

Please see Forkas, B5

GREEN: There was no way around it: Dano’s
Lakeside Pub officially become a dive on Saturday.
With a few frigid back flips, belly-flops, cannonballs and corkscrews mixed in.
It was all part of the third annual Battle of the
Bars Polar Bear Swim, though ‘‘swim’’ was a bit
of a misnomer. Most of the several dozen jumpers stayed in the chilly water of Miller Lake for
only as long as it took to jump off the docks,
come up for air and climb up the ladder.
That’s understandable, given the water temperature was 39 degrees in the Portage Lakes.
‘‘Holy (bleep)! I thought I was going to go
into (bleeping) shock, man,’’ Eric Soto shouted
as he climbed the ladder to the dock.
A few minutes later, trying to warm up by a

Please see Polar, B4

Dove family celebrates love
Akron couple reflect on life’s lessons over time
He would have to be convinced.
Ray Dove is a man of science, and when it came time
to celebrate the 60th anniversary of his marriage to his
wife, Elvira, he was going to
need evidence that the numbers were in order.
In his recollection, the
wedding was Dec. 7, 1947.
The rest of his family, planning the diamond anniversary, insisted it was 1946.
Documentation, logic and
the persuasive tone of his
daughter, poet Rita Dove, fiElvira and Ray Love on their
honeymoon in Toronto, some
60 years ago.

nally won
out.
‘‘Well, at
least I remember the
month and
day,’’ he
said.
A good
DAVID
husband alGIFFELS
ways does.
The family had a celebratory dinner
together last weekend at
Tangier when everyone was
in town for the Thanksgiving
holiday. Ray and Elvira Dove
will mark the actual celebration Thursday with a quiet
dinner.
And that might be the end
of it if the Dove family didn’t

Please see Giffels, B7

Photo by Ray Dove, Jr.

Elvira and Ray Dove, who celebrate 60 years of marriage on Thursday, raised four children –
Ray Dove, Rita Dove, Rhonda Harrison and Robin Waynesboro – and have four grandchildren.
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Blotter
Continued from Page B6
Ryan G. Jones, 20, of South Boulevard Northwest in Jackson Township
was charged with two counts of domestic violence Nov. 21. Police said he
struck his girlfriend in the eye and then
struck a male family member several
times in the head and threatened him
with a knife at their home. He was
booked into the Massillon City Jail.

Theft
A jacket, shirt and sweater, total value $724, were reported taken Nov. 21
from JoS. A. Bank at Westfield Belden
Village by a man who then ran from the
store with the clothing.

Vandalism
A section of gutter and a window
were broken Nov. 21 at a home in the
6100 block of Island Drive Northwest,
causing an estimated $200 in damage.

Lake Township
Criminal damaging
Two tires on a car were damaged
Nov. 10 at a home in the 3600 block of
Smith Kramer Street Northeast,
causing an estimated $200 in damage.

Thefts
A wallet and prescription
medication, total value $453, were
reported taken Nov. 9 from a business
in the 9200 block of Pleasantwood
Avenue Northwest.
A collector’s basketball jersey valued
at $300 was reported stolen Nov. 8
from a home in the 8400 block of
Deacon Avenue Northwest.

North Canton
Arrests
Thomas A. Mohler, 56, of Sixth
Street Northeast, North Canton, and his
12-year-old grandson, who lives at the
same address, were charged with
domestic violence Nov. 25. Police said
a witness observed them in a fight in the
side yard of their home. Mohler was
booked into the Stark County Jail and
the grandson was booked into the

Akron Beacon Journal

Multi-County Juvenile Attention Center
in Canton Township.
Richard J. Easterday, 34, of North
Main Street in North Canton was
charged with violating a protection order
Nov. 2. Police said he had someone
telephone his wife, 38, at her home in
the 100 block of Waterside Avenue
Northeast to relay a message. He was
booked into the Stark County Jail.
Evan C. Jones, 23, of Turquoise
Avenue Northeast in Plain Township
was charged with theft Nov. 20. Police
said he took a candy bar valued at 33
cents, ate it and attempted to leave
Drug Mart, 1695 N. Main St., without
paying. He was booked into the Stark
County Jail.

Criminal damaging
Four ties were flattened and the
driver’s door window was smashed on a
car at a home in the 400 block of
Adena Street Northeast on Nov. 26.
The estimated damage to the car was
$700.

Theft
A wallet valued at $107 was
reported stolen Nov. 2 from a home in
the 1600 block of Harmony Lane
Southwest.

Plain Township
Thefts
A drill, trim saw and snow blower,
total value $500, were taken Nov. 13
from a garage at a home in the 1600
block of 35th Street Northeast.
A lawn ornament was reported
taken Nov. 24 from the front yard of a
home in the 3100 block of Rowland
Avenue Northeast. The value of the
ornament was not available.
A vehicle was reported taken Nov.
27 from East Coast Motors, 2521
Harrisburg Avenue Northeast. The value
of the vehicle was not known.
A stereo was reported stolen Nov.
25 from a car at a home in the 2100
block of 39th Street Northwest.
The lock was cut off a shed Nov. 25
at a home in the 3000 block of
Forestview Street Northeast and a dirt
bike was reported stolen.

Uniontown
Criminal Mischief
A pair of metal solar lights – valued
at $50 – were removed from the end of

a driveway of a home in the 12000
block of King Church Avenue Northwest
and smashed in the street.
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Miscellaneous
Daniel A. Mugrage, 18, of the 1700
block of state Route 59 and Jennifer C.
Creasey, 32, of the 200 block of Starr
Avenue were charged with aggravated
burglary Nov. 24. Police reports said the
two entered a residence in the 100
block of Lake Street, and Mugrage beat
someone with a tire iron at Creasey’s
urging.
Aubree E. Wyatt, 22, of the 6100
block of First Avenue was charged Nov.
23 with operating a vehicle under the
influence and failure to keep an assured
clear distance ahead. Wyatt struck a
curb, drove over a curb and refused a
blood-alcohol test, reports said.
Michele C. Stekelenburg, 33, of the
2900 block of Heatherwood Court,
Stow, was charged Nov. 21 with driving
under 12-point suspension and driving
under suspension.
Nickolas D. Radosavich, 38, of the
200 block of Bowman Drive was
charged with menacing Nov. 21. Police
said he grabbed a 10-year-old boy by
the arm and threatened him.

Terry B. Butcher, 19, of Mantua was
charged Nov. 22 with two counts of
aggravated vehicular assault and two
counts of operating a vehicle under the
influence.
Richard B. Homchik, 39, of the
6300 block of Sue Lynn Drive was
charged with neglect of a child Nov. 22.

Medina County
Medina
Arrests
Kelly Avent, 41, and Mekia
Campbell, 23, both of Akron, were each
charged Nov. 24 with two counts of
theft and one count of resisting arrest.
Campbell also was charged with driving
under suspension. They are accused of
stealing from Marc’s, 1041 N. Court St.
and The Exchange, 1154 N. Court St.

Theft
A wallet was reported taken from a
locker in the Medina Community
Recreation Center, 855 Weymouth
Road, on Nov. 25.

Wadsworth

Ravenna

Falls. Died Thursday. Redmon, Stow.

Summit

Warrant arrests
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AREA DEATHS

Police said she threatened a man by
saying she was going to ‘‘snap his head
off.’’

Portage County sheriff

Portage County
Kent

•

• Bash, Lorin E., 84, of Cuyahoga Falls. Died Thursday.
Cremation Society of Ohio.
• Cox, Lawanna J. ‘‘Sugie,’’
62, of Akron. Died Wednesday. Stewart & Calhoun.
• Evoy, Hildegarde C., 73, of
Hudson. Died Wednesday.
Blessing, Twinsburg.
• Fink, Ruth, 92, of Akron.
Died Thursday. Billow, Fairlawn.
• Friend, John C., 89, of Akron. Died Friday. Eckard
Baldwin.
• Mooney, Sarah L., 84, of
Akron. Died Wednesday.
• Owen, Victoria A., of Akron. Died Friday. Hummel.
• Redl, Rose Anne, 89, of
Fairlawn. Died Wednesday.
Cremation Society of Ohio.
• Roach, Betty L., 75, of Barberton. Died Friday. SwigartEasterling, Canal Fulton.
• Sommerville, Tarvin W.
‘‘Sonny,’’ 79, of Munroe

Portage
• Bramley, Bernice ‘‘Polly,’’
94, of Mantua. Died Saturday. Green’s.
• Kidd, Becky A., 29, of Shalersville Township. Died Friday. Green’s, Mantua.

Wayne
• Fox, Frank A., 56, of Doylestown. Died Saturday. Cox,
Barberton.
• Pinkman, Betty D., 76, of
Rittman. Died Friday. ZakMonbarren.

Other
• Bobacek, Mike, 88, of Everett, Ohio, formerly of Coventry Township. Died Thursday. Clifford-Shoemaker,
Cuyahoga Falls.
• Martin, Susan A., 88, of St.
Petersburg, Fla., formerly of
Orrville. Died Friday. Auble,
Orrville.

Arrests

Drugs
George R. McClure, 50, of the 700
block of Dayton Street, Akron, was
charged with possession of heroin Nov.
24. Police said McClure had heroin,
syringes, a spoon, a scale, a straw and
a crack pipe.

Streetsboro
Miscellaneous
Christopher Klima, 43, of the 1000
block of Gaynelle was charged with
domestic violence Nov. 22. Police said
he is accused of slapping his girlfriend in
the face.
Monica Greenwell, 27, of Peninsula
was charged with disorderly conduct
Nov. 23. Police said they observed her
urinating and defecating in a parking lot
near a bar on state Route 14.
Bernadette Turley, 39, of Northfield
was charged with menacing Nov. 24.

Thomas Parker Jr., 37, of
Doylestown, was charged Nov. 26 with
violating a protection order. He is
accused of repeatedly calling his ex-wife
and visiting her apartment in violation of
a court order.
Thomas Kendell, 50, of Main Street
was charged Nov. 23 with using a
weapon while intoxicated. Kendell, who
has a permit to carry a concealed
weapon, is accused of carrying a loaded
handgun while intoxicated. Officers
stopped Kendell walking east on Pine
Street after receiving a report of a
suspicious man in the area. Witnesses
said Kendell was talking to three
teenage girls in the park.

Terry
Pluto

Sports from the press box,
religion from the pew
In print and on Ohio.com

Family photo

Ray and Elvira Dove at the White House with daughter Rita (center), who represented Ohio as a
Presidential Scholar and was one of the most outstanding 100 high school graduates in 1970.

Giffels
Heartache and joy
in couple’s journey
Continued from Page B1
have a larger story to tell about
Akron, an organism that has
changed so much over the 60
years of the Dove marriage.
They have reflected and added
to our collective experience in a
number of remarkable ways.
The story goes back three
generations, to the arrival of Elvira’s parents in Akron. Their
experience provided inspiration
for Thomas and Beulah, a slender book of poems by Rita Dove
that won the 1987 Pulitzer Prize.
The book begins with Thomas’ migration from Tennessee in
the early days of the rubber industry, when tens of thousands
of new residents flocked here for
work, making Akron one of the
fastest-growing cities in the
country.
Heading North, straw hat
cocked on the back of his head,
tight curls gleaming
with brilliantine, he didn’t stop
until the nights of chaw
and river-bright
had retreated, somehow
into another’s life. He landed
in Akron, Ohio
1921,
on the dingy beach
of a man-made lake.
– from ‘‘Jiving’’
Ray Dove, the youngest of 14
children and son of an Akron tire
builder, was born that same year,
1921.
He was the first black student
enrolled in the accelerated wartime graduate program for Army
recruits at the University of Illinois in Urbana.
He and Elvira met when Ray
returned to Akron after serving
in World War II. They courted
and married, with Ray supporting the family by working as an
elevator operator at Goodyear
Tire & Rubber.

Family photo

Aviva Dove-Viebahn, a graduate student at the University of
Rochester, poses with her grandparents, Ray and Elvira Dove.
He earned his doctorate, but
midcentury racial discrimination
denied him entry into a professional career. None of the rubber
companies would hire him as a
chemist, and he continued
punching elevator buttons despite his Ph.D. Finally, through
quiet persistence and the aid of
an influential friend, he managed
to break the race barrier at Goodyear, the first black chemist hired
at an Akron rubber company.
The couple raised four children – Ray Dove, Rita Dove,
Rhonda Harrison and Robin
Waynesboro – and have four
grandchildren.
Rita Dove, the former U.S.
Poet Laureate and now a professor of English at the University
of Virginia, said last week that
her parents’ marriage offers an
important example of stability,
especially in an age when such
examples are in short supply.
Last year, according to the
National Vital Statistics Reports,
Ohio reflected an alarming national imbalance: more than half
as many couples got divorced
(41,720) as got married (76,258).
Sixty years, then, is all the
more remarkable.
‘‘I’ve always felt that a marriage – it begins, hopefully, with
a grand love affair, but marriage
is also work,’’ said Rita, who has
been married to writer Fred Viebahn for 28 years. ‘‘You keep
talking to one another and trust-

ing in one another’s love. And
that’s what I’ve seen in their
marriage: it’s a living and breathing entity.’’
Although Ray Dove has accepted the evidence that, indeed,
six whole decades have passed,
he still has a hard time believing
it.
‘‘Time has telescoped on us,
where 60 years seems like nothing,’’ he said. ‘‘They’ve been quiet years. Some might call it humdrum, but the tenor of times has
been calm.’’
He is 85; Elvira is 82. Her
health has slipped some recently,
but the couple still live independently in the same west Akron house that they’ve shared for
more than 40 years.
There isn’t a secret to their
longevity. In fact, when the retired chemist lays out the formula, it seems obvious: they each
came from strong families; having children cemented their relationship; and they have served as
best friends to one another.
They complete one another,
not so much in a profoundly romantic way, but in a more important, everyday way.
Those days have strung together into 60 years, and they
now serve the rest of us as a
valuable example, and that alone
is reason to celebrate.
David Giffels is a Beacon Journal columnist. He
can be reached at 330-996-3572 or at
dgiffels@thebeaconjournal.com.
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A Family-friendly, alcohol-free
celebration of the arts.
Storytelling & Music
Paint with the Artists
Pat Catan’s Mask-Making

Admission Buttons $10

Much, much more!

Children under 10 are free!
Sunday, Dec. 31
A
Available
at Acme Fresh Markets,
Downtown Akron
participating FirstMerit Banks and online until Dec. 27!
Surprises will pop
Create
Year’s Eve Memories
up with every turn! Bring the New
kids before tucking them in for the night! Or
stay all evening to ring in the New Year.r
Time Warner Cable’s Kick-Off Show, 4:45 p.m.
Kids! Help Jack & his friends Scooby Doo and Shaggy
ﬁnd First Night’s Magic. Visit the Web to ﬁnd out how!

Kids Countdown Show, 8:30 p.m.  Fireworks, 9 p.m.
Kids Countdown Show Sponsored by Party for a Living

Founding Partners:
m03_2238787.dig

www.firstnightakron.org

THIS

IS THE
YEAR
THAT
CAN’T
BE
MISSED

Factual corrections:
Ray Dove was the second youngest of 10 children.
He and Elvira courted before he went to fight in Europe in WWII.
He earned a degree as Master of Science in chemistry but was not able to finish his Ph.D. because he had to feed his young family –
besides, for years after earning his Master’s as the second in his class, the U.S. rubber industry refused to hire him in his field while
giving jobs to his white former classmates.

